DAUGHTERS   OF   QUEEN   VICTORIA

visits from daughters living abroad with their hus-
bands and their foreign suites, partly because Parlia-
ment did not like granting dowries and annuities
which would be spent out of England, but there were
no such objections now involved. Prince Henry had
no duties to perform in any Foreign Principality, he
was content to make his permanent and only home
with her, and the post of resident son-in-law would
at last be perfectly filled. The Queen wrote in high
satisfaction to the Duke of Grafton who knew what
a devoted daughter Princess Beatrice had always
been to her : " He can therefore understand that it
would have been quite out of the question for her ever
to have left the Queen ; and she would never have
wished it herself, knowing well how impossible it was
for her to leave her Mother. . . . Prince Henry of
Battenberg is, however, ready to make England his
home, and the Princess will continue with the Queen
as heretofore. He is very amiable, very un-
assuming and sensible, and in addition very good-
looking."1

Two of the Battenberg brothers were therefore
married, the younger to the Queen's youngest
daughter, the other to her grand-daughter, Princess
Victoria of Hesse, but there were political difficulties
in the way of the marriage of Prince Alexander to
this second German grand-daughter. Princess Vic-
toria of Prussia. Bismarck came to hear of it and of
the Queen's approval, and fixed on her as being the
chief and the most formidable promoter. He saw in

1 Letters of Queen Victoria, II, iii, p. 593*
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